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COMMONWEALTH PARLIAMENTARY ASSOCIATION — CLIMATE CHANGE CONFERENCE 

Statement 
HON GIZ WATSON (North Metropolitan) [10.16 pm]: I wanted to provide some feedback about the 
conference that I attended with Hon Phil Gardiner in London during the non-sitting period in July. The 
conference was organised by the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association. It was the third international 
conference that the CPA has held on climate change. This conference was entitled “Global to Local: Climate 
Change Post-Copenhagen”. It followed on from two previous successful international conferences in July 2009 
and before that in November 2007. Members are probably aware of the CPA. It is an interesting association in 
that it is a professional association for parliamentarians and has a membership of approximately 17 000 
parliamentarians, who are spread around the world. Those groups include the nine commonwealth regions of 
Africa, Asia, Australia, British Islands and Mediterranean, Canada, the Caribbean, the Americas and Atlantic, 
India, the Pacific and South-East Asia. The stated aim of the conference was to support parliamentarians in 
contributing to the formulation and implementation of climate change policy at local, national and international 
levels and in holding their executives to account on responses to climate change. The conference included 
discussion sessions, workshops and debates and particularly explored how parliamentarians could act on climate 
change. Specific topics included the relationship between climate change, conflict and gender, the United 
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change global mechanisms, the role of international organisations 
and the potential for parliamentarians to impact climate change policy at both national and international levels. It 
was also intended to highlight the urgency of embracing the challenge and to help develop ideas and facilitate 
the sharing of practical approaches to dealing with climate change. 

Eighty-eight parliamentarians representing 44 commonwealth and non-commonwealth countries attended the 
conference. It was interesting and useful that a number of the conference attendees were from non-
commonwealth countries—for example, Sweden and Egypt. It was a fantastic opportunity for me to get a 
snapshot of what is happening in a range of countries, particularly the African countries—what they are 
experiencing in terms of changed climatic conditions and how they are adapting both at a practical level and 
political level.  

As Hon Phil Gardiner pointed out, there were three Western Australians at the conference: me, Hon Phil 
Gardiner and the member for Alfred Cove, Janet Woollard. It was notable that the three Western Australians 
were on time in the front row for every single session, listening eagerly and participating with great enthusiasm. 
I was very proud to be part of that group, and speaking for myself and from the conversations with Hon Philip 
Gardiner and the member for Alfred Cove, we found it very stimulating and interesting.  

The Commonwealth Parliamentary Association is an interesting and perhaps novel vehicle for the kind of 
information exchange that is needed to deal with international issues. The global reach of the CPA and the 
diverse circumstances of various member countries provided a particular opportunity for learning and problem 
solving. I learnt about some very interesting solutions that are happening in Africa, for example. I do not have 
enough time to go into all the details, but an interesting project in Kenya is creating sand dams, which is a very 
simple, low-technology and low-cost technology to provide shallow dams across intermittent stream systems that 
store the water under a sand bed so it does not get evaporation or mosquitoes breeding in the water, but it 
provides a year-round supply of water for local tree planting and subsistence crops. I donated my carbon offset to 
that particular program. I thought for a technology that is available at a community level in Africa this was one 
of the most exciting things that I had seen, and I learned of it in a workshop that was presented at that 
conference.  

There were excellent presentations from the scientific community and industry. I note that Hon Philip Gardiner 
raised the presentation of the head of Shell UK Mr James Smith, who gave a very interesting presentation. What 
impressed me was that there was no debate about whether climate change was real or whether there was a need 
to do something about it; it was a presentation about what was happening internationally in his organisation to 
accelerate the response to climate change. It was in great contrast to what we generally hear in the debate here in 
Western Australia.  

For me it was invaluable to have face-to-face conversations with other parliamentarians from a diverse range of 
countries, particularly with representatives from Africa, Asia and Island nations, as those of us in Western 
Australia very rarely have that opportunity to have those face-to-face conversations. There were good workshops 
discussing practical responses and also field trips within London to see renewable energy projects at work.  

My strongest observation was how advanced the debate on, and the response to, climate change is in the 
countries represented, and, conversely, how isolated Australia and our Parliaments are from taking climate action 
seriously and responding. I was reminded of this while reading the most recent edition of the University of 
Western Australia’s UWA News, which quoted Professor Stephan Lewandowsky who said — 
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“There IS no debate about the fundamentals in Europe,” … “They are just getting on with reducing 
their carbon emissions. Debate is completely unnecessary in light of the overwhelming scientific 
evidence.” 

The article also says that the current debate about whether climate change is occurring seems to be a uniquely 
Australian phenomenon. There was an overwhelming sense of getting on with the business of moving to low 
carbon economies in Europe and advancing mechanisms to assist developing countries in adapting to climate 
change. Again, as I say, we heard from the chairman of Shell and that the business sector is, in fact, competing to 
lead the way. We heard from the government representatives from the UK and Sweden—this was interesting for 
me too, given that there is now a conservative coalition in the UK and a conservative government in Sweden—
and they were positively bragging about who was going to get there fastest; who was going to bring their 
economy to a low carbon or zero carbon economy in the shortest amount of time. The emphasis being that 
business was engaged and fully behind the advantages that would come from moving to low carbon economies.  

The conference recognised that the poorest and most vulnerable are also the least responsible and most affected 
and representatives from developing countries were clearly frustrated with the speed of response from polluting 
countries and the limitations of access to funds under those available from the Clean Development Mechanisms. 
The communiqué that was issued from the delegates at the end of the conference reflects that.  

The conference concluded — 

We recognise that climate change is the key global issue and that it is our responsibility to take action 
to address climate change now. It is very likely that increases in global average temperatures are due to 
increases in man-made greenhouse gas concentrations. Without urgent action to mitigate climate 
change, the climate system may reach a “tipping point” beyond which even small changes caused by 
human activity will have catastrophic impacts. The cost of mitigating climate change now is 2% of 
global GDP, which is far below the cost of inaction; 5-20% of global GDP. The effects of climate 
change are already being felt. It is crucial that we adapt to these effects; and in particular we must 
support the poorest and most vulnerable who also are least responsible but most affected.  

I encourage members, if they are interested, that the full report from this conference is available at the CPA’s 
website, and there are some excellent papers that were presented there which are available also at the website.  

I am very thankful to have had the opportunity as a parliamentarian to have that face-to-face communication 
with representatives from such a diverse group of countries who were passionately engaged at looking for 
solutions. I found it a very encouraging conference to attend.  

House adjourned at 10.25 pm 
__________ 

 
 


